
D ear members and friends of the Hodges Church, 
 
There is so much going on in our community of faith that 
it’s hard to know where to begin!  And, I say that with all 
due excitement – because I mean it in a good way!  We 
find ourselves in the season of Lent, which you have been 
hearing about each week in worship, and hopefully you 
are engaging in a Lenten discipline or spiritual practice for 
that journey.  If you are trying something new, I would be 
very interested in hearing from you and how it is working 
for you.  As you have also heard me say, once you try one 
of these disciplines – devotional reading or singing, jour-
naling, fasting, etc. – you may discover that it brings you 
such joy and peace that you won’t want to give it up after 
the 40 days.  That is my hope for you! 
 
There are other events that are also taking place during 
our Lenten season that you definitely want to put on your 
calendar, some you may not even know about yet!  For 
instance, did you know that with the exception of Easter 
Sunday, there is only **1** other Communion Sunday 
that falls during Lent?  It will be the first Sunday of March 
– March 4 – and will be a VERY special communion ser-
vice, the likes of which you probably have not experienced 
before.  I hope you’ll make plans to be with us in worship 
at either 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m.  And bring a friend!! 
 
We have also come to the time when the PNC is ready to 
start receiving information from the congregation in order  

 
to get moving along in the search process.  They are still 
learning and being trained, but hearing from YOU is 
what’s next!  I will be conducting Focus Group meetings at 
various times and days of the week to gather this infor-
mation … and if you want your voice to be heard, you’ll 
need to attend, so please sign up before they all get full!  
(Of course, if every slot fills up, we will add another 
group.)  These groups will be comprised of no more than 
12 members, I will ask a set series of questions (the same 
at every meeting), and once all the meetings are conclud-
ed, I will analyze and collate the information for the PNC, 
who will then use it in their search to identify your next 
installed pastor.  Doesn’t that sound exciting?!?!!?  
Meetings will last exactly 90 minutes (NOT 90 minutes 
and one second!), and they will absolutely begin on time, 
so you will be able to plan your day accordingly.  Please be 
on the lookout for the sign-up sheets in the narthex.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask! 
 
At this point, April does not appear to be an overwhelm-
ingly busy month, but because it starts off with Easter, 
and considering the way we began the Lenten season, I 
wanted to remind you that on Easter Sunday we will have 
the opportunity to participate in the “One Great Hour of 
Sharing” offering of the Presbyterian Church.  Our gifts to 
this special offering “help Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
(PDA) to respond to natural, human-caused, and refugee 
crises immediately.”  We were able to bear witness to this 
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Thursday 3/15 Special Program 
 
On Thursday, March 15, special guest speaker, Erin Bailey of the Social Family, will be presenting a special lunch time 

class called Social Media Safety for Seniors (Anyone is welcome).   In this class she will help participants to learn how to 

prevent identity theft, hacking, online depression and unwanted calls.   You will learn new skills like group texting and 

screenshots.   BRING your lunch AND your devices and meet with us at noon in the Fellowship Hall.         
 

Is there a program you would like to present or inquire about?   Please call Debbie at 223-6922.     

Special Programs Coming Up! 

Wednesday B.E.A.C.H. Nites  
in March 

 
3/7 Sacred Sharing with Cindy Benz 

3/14 Meditative Zentangle with 

 Evelyn Lopez 

3/21 Your Space & Productivity 

 Ergonomics—Tod McVey 

3/28  No dinner or program 

3/29 Maundy Thursday Service  

 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

very important ministry when our very own Jim Pellot left Jacksonville three days after the shooting in Parkland, FL, in order 
to be in worship in a local church down there the Sunday immediately after.  All to say, please give generously. 
 

Activities and events of note: 

March 11-18 I will be in North Carolina for study leave 

March 25 PALM SUNDAY (the beginning of Holy Week) 

March 28 NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER/PROGRAM 

March 29 MAUNDY THURSDAY service at 6:30 p.m. 

March 31 Easter Egg Hunt and FUN from 4:00-6:00 p.m. 

April 1 EASTER/RESURRECTION SUNDAY with Communion 

April 3-5 I’ll be on a glorious vacation visiting our children 

 

God has blessed this congregation mightily.  As we continue our Lenten journeys and then move into the season of Easter, I 
encourage you to be ever mindful of those blessings that you might be a blessing to others of God’s children and creation. 
 
In Christ’s service, 
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Wednesday, February 28th—April 4th 
9:15-10:30 each Wednesday 

 
Neal Donald Walsch was experiencing a low period in his life when he decided 
to write a letter to God, venting his frustrations. What he did not expect was a 
response. As he finished his letter, he was moved to continue writing - and out 
came extraordinary answers to his questions. This work presents the answers 
that Walsch said he received from God, helping him to change himself, his life 
and the way he viewed other beings. 
 

Come join our lively conversation.   Childcare is available.  Purchase your own 
book or you can buy one from Debbie Abbott for $11.00. 

 

 
 

What Does ‘Holding Up Your Corner’ Mean? 
The phrase ‘holding up your corner’ is derived from a biblical story (Mark 2: 1 – 5) about 
four people who take action in order to help another person—literally delivering that 
person to Christ. For us, ‘holding up your corner’ has meaning in two aspects of our lives 
today:  
  

First, it refers to our physical and social locations, the places where we live and work, 
and the communities of which we’re a part. These are the places where our assump-
tions, attitudes, and beliefs have influence on the people around us. When we feel em-
powered to speak out about the injustice or inequity in our community, we are holding 
up our corner. 
 

Second, the phrase refers to our actions, the ways we step up to meet a particular prob-
lem of injustice or inequity, and proactively do something about it. When we put our-
selves—literally—next to persons who are suffering, and enter into their situation in or-
der to bring hope and healing to the person and the situation, we are holding up our 
corner, just like the four people who held up the corner of the hurting man’s mat. 
 

Questions?   Contact Debbie Abbott at dabbott@hbpcusa.org.   No book purchase is 
necessary for this class, just an open mind and open heart. 
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Good Ole Fashioned Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday, March 31st 

4:00-6:00 p.m. 
 

Bring a basket and be ready for some fun!   Easter Games, balloon artist, photo op with 

giant bunny!  Hear the beautiful message of the Easter Story and then go fill  your basket 

with sweet and fun things that will remind you of Christ’s goodness. 
 

HELP US FILL EASTER EGGS!   Either buy your own eggs or take some of the prepackaged ones 

home to stuff.     Please use pre-wrapped candy and remember, do not use any candy that has NUTS in it.  Many chil-

dren are sensitive to them.     Empty eggs will be available in the narthex beginning Sunday March 4th.   We need all 

eggs returned no later than Maundy Thursday, March 29th.    Thank you for your help. 

Time to Jump, Rattle and Roll! 

Calling all 3rd—5th Graders 
 

Saturday March 10—11:30-3:30  Ice-skating 
        $12 each plus any money for food 
 

Sunday April 15—4:00-6:00   Mystery—Who Dun It—Party at    
        Ms. Debbie’s 
        3724 Camden Island Ct. S. 32224 
 

Sunday May 6—12:00-4:00   Church-wide picnic and Kickball    
        event—Jacksonville Golf & CC Park 
 

FLAME—June 25-29—9-noonish  For Rising 4th-6th Graders—real hands   
        on Mission 
 

Sunday July 8  Noon-3:00   Set-up and Training for VBS Crew Leaders 
July 9-13—8:30-12:15    VBS 
 

Questions?   Call or Text Ms. Debbie (let me know who it is if you text) at 904-521-9491. 

THEY’RE COMING!  THEY’RE COMING!  

FOCUS GROUPS ARE COMING!! 

 
What is a Focus Group, you may ask? These are the meetings designed to gather in-
formation directly from the congregation about the kind of pastor you want to call 

next. The meetings are exactly 90 minutes long and limited to 12 people, and the same questions will be 
asked at each one. The PNC will use this data to accurately complete our Ministry Information Form.  PLEASE 
check the days and times offered and plan to attend one of these very important meetings!  Dr. Benz will be 
facilitating – please contact her if you have any questions.  Come one, come all! 
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Youth  
Calendar  

2018 
 

As the search for a new Director of 
Youth and Young Adults continues,  

the youth carry on!    
 

HODGES YOUTH 
ARE STRONG! 

 

A big thanks goes out to wonderful volunteers and dedicated parents.    Sunday morning education hour is dedicated 
to spiritual nurture and faith education.   Do In Kim has been leading the middle school youth in some challenging Bi-
ble studies.   Until recently Ms. Heather has been  meeting with the senior high youth as they explore and challenge 
the book Sticky Faith by Dr. Kara E. Powell. 
 
At this time we need someone to take over this Senior High Sunday Class.   Know someone who treasures our youth 
and understands their need to graduate from high school with ownership of their faith?   It is such a great group and 
they are ready to take on the world.   Contact Dave McVaney or Katie Harkness if you feel called to lead and be led! 
 
Tammie Wright and Brant Newland have been the team leaders for Sunday night Senior High group. 
 

Coming up for both youth groups 
  
 Saturday, February 24—Zoo trip for both groups 
 Friday-Sunday, March 2-4—Both groups go to Camp Montgomery for a  
  Presbytery Youth retreat 
 Saturday, April 21—Youth mystery dinner/fund raiser 
 Bake sales are held on the last Sunday of the month to raise funds for mission trips  

 
Senior Highs will be doing the Appalachian Service Project in Tennessee.  July 15-21 

Adult Chaperones:  Nancy Robinson, Rom Alderman, Kim Ross & Dave McVaney 
Youth Attendees: Karin Gulick, Rebekah Gulick, Jackson Harkness, Katie Harkness, 
 Victoria Ross, Ben McVaney, Sarah Alderman, Hangil Kim, Lizzie Robinson, Phillip Wright 

 
Middle Schoolers will be going to Charlotte, NC  to participate in the 

CROSS Mission sponsored by Myers Park Presbyterian.  July 29-Aug 3 
Adult Chaperones—Michael Phillips and Debbie Abbott 
Youth Attendees—Eli Newland, Annabelle Ross, Mary Kim,  
 Sebastian Phillips, Avery Little , Ryan Seiler, Austin Zalusky,                     

Vanessa Bradley, Brian Bradley  
 

For any additional information about the youth program, contact Dave 
McVaney at (904)312-0875. 
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March / April 2018 
2018- 2019 school year registration has the Preschool with full Pre-K 4 classrooms and a few spaces in the three years and 

two-year-old rooms.  Registration is now open to the community.  Church members are given special benefits in the pre-

school for children and grandchildren.   Please contact me for more information. 

                      

will be March 16 – 23 for the Preschool. 
 

At the end of March, we will register for SUMMER CAMPS.  Camps are Monday – Thursday from 9 – 1.    We will be 
exploring water in all our camps.   
 

LUNCH BUNCH - April 19th and 20th the Preschool will host a  silly sock Lunch Bunch.   Parents are invited to come have 
lunch with their children.  This is a great time for working parents to plan time to visit the school and  spend special time 
with their children.   

 

Hope Henry                                                                                                                                                                   
HBPC Preschool Director                                                                        

 
 

 

The Preschool is seeking a Part-Time Financial Secretary 
 Flexible school calendar schedule approx. 5 hours a week.    

 
Qualifications:  Knowledge of general bookkeeping procedures; expertise with  
Quick Books Pro software. 
Duties including:  Reconcile monthly bank statements ; assisting in annual budget process; 
paying bills and record payments; preparing monthly, quarterly, and year- end financial 
statements; attending Preschool Board meetings.  

A NEW PRESBYTERIAN HYMNAL 

“Glory to God” 
 
A little less than 5 years ago, the Presbyterian Church (USA) introduced its new comprehensive hym-
nal for worship, Glory to God.  The last time we had a new hymnal (the blue one we have) was in 
1990, so we’re very happy about the arrival of this new resource for worship! 
 

We are pleased that tradition is being honored in this new hymnal, and that there is a good representation of the solid 
core of what has been our congregational song for generations.  We will see a wider variety of musical styles, including 
global music from regions whose songs were not previously heard across our denomination — especially indigenous Afri-
can and Asian music. Glory to God features more than 850 songs; the old hymnal has about 600. But thanks to innovations 
in printing techniques, paper and ink, the new book will be approximately the same size and weight as the 1990 book. 
 
The Worship Team has recommended and the session has approved the purchase of these beautiful new hymnals and we 
would like to invite you to participate in their purchase by donating one (or more!) in honor or in memory of someone. 
The cost is $20 per book.  Please complete the form in the Sunday bulletin or come by the office and either return it with 

your check to the church office, or drop it in the offering plate.  THANK YOU for helping making this dream a reality! 
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It has been brought to my attention that 
Kidde, the manufacturer of fire extinguish-
ers, has initiated a safety recall for certain 
single-use/disposable fire extinguishers. 
 
I encourage everyone to look at this infor-
mation. I suspect that all of us have fire ex-
tinguishers at home. Take a few minutes to 
familiarize yourself with this information. It 
could be the difference between life and 
death. 
 
Here are two associated links providing ad-
ditional information: 
United States Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (USCPSC) 
Kidde 
 
This is a pretty large recall and involves 134 
models of Kidde fire extinguishers manufac-
tured between January 1, 1973 and Septem-
ber 22, 2017. The link above from the 
USCPSC has a full list of recalled models. 
 
If it is determined that you have any of the 
affected fire extinguishers, complete the 
online form and follow the directions from 
Kidde on how to proceed. The same pro-
cess should work for those of us affected 
by this recall at home. 

From the Emergency  

Preparedness Committee...  

HBPC will be 

hosting  

Family Promise  

May 27 to June 3. 
 

Please be reminded that we are not 

scheduling meetings during that week 

so that our volunteers may better 

serve our guests. 
 

This will be the case going forward. 
 

 

Thanks! 
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https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2017/kidde-recalls-fire-extinguishers-with-plastic-handles-due-to-failure-to-discharge-and
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2017/kidde-recalls-fire-extinguishers-with-plastic-handles-due-to-failure-to-discharge-and
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https://inmarmarketaction.com/kidde/


Hodges Blvd. Presbyterian Church 

4140 Hodges Blvd. 

Jacksonville, FL  32224 

Sunday Worship Services: 

9:00 a.m.—Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m.—Traditional worship 

Nursery available for both services 

Education Hour: 

10:00 a.m.  

Adult and children classes   

Nursery available 

Palm Sunday   9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
March 25 
 

Maundy Thursday   6:30 p.m. Worship 
March 29 
 

Good Friday  11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  
March 30   Sanctuary open for Meditation 
 

Saturday   4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.  Easter Egg Hunt  
March 31 
 

Easter Sunday  9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
April 1   10:00 a.m. Easter Brunch 
    10:45 a.m. Butterfly Release 


