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This is the summer edition of the Church Key 
newsletter, and I have some extremely im-
portant information, more like a request, to 
share with you.  These are the months most of 
us look forward to all year long … a slower 
pace, vacation, the pool, the beach, relaxation, 
refreshment, and renewal.  What’s not to 
love????  I look forward to them, as well! 
 
Our congregation, like some others, but not like 
most, is in the midst of huge transition.  The 
PNC is working an unimaginable number of 
hours searching for your next installed pastor – 
3 hours per weekly meeting is typical, and 

sometimes there is more than one meeting in a 
week.  There has been a search committee in 
place since late last fall tasked with identifying 
your next Youth/Young Adult Ministries Direc-
tor, another task of such magnitude that it bog-
gles the mind.  At this writing, there is a com-
mittee interviewing candidates for our Office 
Manager position.  And, there is a task force 
evaluating certain functions within the church, 
such as worship and Wednesday night supper/
programs.  And, we are reviewing curriculum 
for the fall.  And, and, and, …  HUGE. TRANSI-
TION. 
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In the midst of all this, our prayer request list is 
growing by leaps and bounds, we are receiving 
new members, baptizing babies, and generally 
speaking, living the life of a Church of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
The sheer volume of things named above 
(which, I assure you, is not a complete list), is 
humbling to consider.  From my vantage point, 
it appears as if the Hodges Church is right on 
the threshold of calling some amazing new staff 
members and engaging in some staggering new 
ministries. 
 
BUT.  Please notice. 
 
Please notice the language I use – “threshold.”  
You are on the brink, the cusp, the edge, the 
verge.  You are not there, but you are almost 
there.  I need to say that again to give the 
statement the weight its due: 
You are not there, but you are almost there. 
And there are few feelings worse than not be-
ing able to cross that boundary AND GET 
THERE.  It is SO frustrating!  This applies in 
many areas of our lives, but for reasons most of 
us know, this frustration takes on a much more 
urgent quality when it comes to our church. 
 
Having opened with that, now I come to the 
good news and the request.  :) 
 
Although not “getting there” (or BEING there) is 
infuriating, there is actually an answer as to 
how to make this happen, but it seems so sim-
ple and like such a throw-away that it just can’t 
possibly be true.  But, it is.  Any of you who 

have experienced an answered prayer knows 
exactly what I’m talking about here.  And re-
member, in all the detective shows/novels, 
they always say the simplest answer is usually 
the right one, and this is definitely true in our 
case. 
 
The answer is PRAYER. 
Pray early, pray often. 
Pray morning, noon, and night. 
Pray, pray, pray, pray, PRAY. 
We must make our prayers known to God and 
we must petition God to bless us with what we 
need, which, of course, God already knows: 
 

A pastor/head-of-staff 
A youth/young adult director 
An office manager 
Inspiration in worship and programming 
Meaningful learning opportunities 
Healing, healing, healing 

 
Lest you think I am “blowing smoke” or making 
too light of a serious situation, I challenge you – 
I dare you – to take part in an experiment this 
summer and PRAY SPECIFICALLY for your 
church. 

Is your schedule so insane that it’s hard to 
have a formal devotional time? 

Pray while you’re brushing your teeth. 
(We DO all do that, right?) 

Do you feel insignificant or unworthy 
enough that you don’t think your pray-
ers matter? 
BUT, THEY DO! THEY DO! THEY DO! 
You are a beloved Child of God and are 
absolutely every bit as important to 
God as every other Child of God. 
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Preschool Patter   - September and October 2018 

Here’s what is happening at the preschool 

Giving Back! It’s never too early to learn.  In September the Preschool children & families participated in a 
Trike-A-Thon right out front of the church.  All for the Children of St. Jude Research Hospital.  Together we 
learned about safety for a week and raised money for the children of St. Jude.  St. Jude never charges a fee to 
families for treatment and is one of the premier pediatric cancer research centers that treat children from all 50 
states and around the world. We were happy to support their efforts and teach our preschool children that Jesus 
teaches to help others.  

TRUNK or TREAT  

This annual event is loved by all the families. Preschool children parade from car to car with awaiting trunks 
(and parents) with a treat.  Many preschool families enjoy this event because the evening is hard to do with 
little ones, especially when you have multiple at home. This gives them a safe and fun way to enjoy this holi-
day.  From a teacher point, it sure does enforce those manners…There’s a lot of please and thank you going on!    

We are happy to have two new teachers join the Preschool Teaching team this year. Mrs. Sherry and Ms. Ash-
ley.  They both come with wonderful recommendations and experience and we have enjoyed learning fresh 
teaching ideas from them. 

The key to perfection! God has assembled us together to make a difference and 
together we feel that being “the best” is only doing what Jesus has taught us and respond 
accordingly in service to Him.    

With his love, 

Hope Henry 
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Presbyterian Women 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles meet the third Tuesday of the 
month starting September 18. Meeting times are 12:00 noon in 
the Fellowship Hall and 7:00 pm in the church office.  This 
year’s study will be “God’s Promise - I Am With You”. 

Books are $10 and will be available for purchase in the narthex 
Sunday mornings September 2, 9, & 16.  They can also be pur-
chased at the meetings.  All women of the church are invited to 
participate.     
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RALLY DAY 2018 
Sunday, September 9 

Fitbit Faith 
 

We pray we are blessed with good weather, ESPECIALLY 
no hurricanes!  Rally Day is a time when our church family 
and new friends come together to regroup and get back in-
to the swing of church life after a summer hiatus. It is the 
beginning of the church calendar, fresh new classes, lead-
ers, and FOOD!   

 

So let’s talk about FOOD this week for Rally Day.  What a 
great time for us all to bring that one crockpot dish, spe-
cial dessert, jello salad (I  really love those!) and casse-
roles.  The church will supply fried chicken. 

 

 

We will have a giant water slide (21 ft!) so 
even us adults can play!  Remember your bath-
ing suits, sunscreen, and towels!  Let’s have 
some fun! 

 

Find out more about Fitbit Faith next week!  
        How many steps have you taken this week? 
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Does your mind wander as you try to pray? 
Well, duh, like that hasn’t happened to 
every single one of us. 
Consider that you may be being led 
down that rabbit trail by the Holy Spirit. 

Do you sometimes wonder if your faith is 
so weak that it couldn’t have an im-
pact? 
I believe Jesus said something about 
faith the size of a mustard seed … 

Friends, I will leave you with this thought … 
The future of this church and its viability de-
pends on every single one of you.  It depends 
first and foremost on your prayers, which God 
has a mysterious and marvelous way of AL-
WAYS answering.  The answers are not always 
what we think they should be or were going to 
be, but I’m banking on the fact that our all-
knowing God knows exactly what’s best for this 
and every church, and certainly every single 
one of us, and indeed, every member of hu-
mankind.  As you’ve heard before, God has not 
failed us (or anybody) up to this point, and I 
don’t think it’s going to start now. 
 
This summer, your marching orders are to … 

Pray early, pray often. 
Pray morning, noon, and night. 
Pray, pray, pray, pray, PRAY. 

 
And may all the honor and glory be to God!!   
 
Amen!! 
 

Your servant and friend, 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 2) 

Mission Trip 
January 26 - February 2, 2019 

Immokalee, Florida 
 

Informational Meeting  
Rally Sunday 

September 9  at 9 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Immokalee is a migrant community near Ft. 

Myers that suffered serious damage from Hur-
ricane Irma.  Come learn how you can help 

some of God`s neediest people. Only helping 
hands and willing hearts required. 

For over 25 years now Sa-
maritan’s Purse has been 
distributing shoebox gifts 
to international children 
through Operation Christ-
mas Child.  During that 

time, these simple shoebox gifts have opened 
doors for local church partners to share the 
Good News with 157 million children in 150 
countries.  Some decorated boxes have even 
been shipped to the western U.S.A. for Native 
Americans. 
 
HBPC has participated in this program for a 
number of years and will have a shoebox 
“Packing Party” at our Fall Festival on October 
20, 2018.  Church members and festival 
guests will be asked to fill a provided shoebox 
with gift items the Outreach Team has al-
ready purchased - toys, hygiene items, beanie 
babies, socks, etc.  Be part of the assembly 
line ; demonstrate the joy of giving to under-
privileged children. Read more on Operation 
Christmas Child, if you like at:  
samaritanspurse.org. 



 

 

 

 

 

The St. Augustine Mutual Mission Team sent a small group to visit our brothers and sisters in 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Cuba this past February.  The trip was a blessing for all 
who participated! Pastor Wain Wesberry gave an inspiring presentation about the experience at 
our last presbytery meeting. 

A follow up trip is now planned for February 14-21, 2019 so that we can continue to explore the 
possibility of a long term relationship with a church or presbytery in Cuba. It is necessary to 
begin the process of forming this group early, as deadlines are critical in dealing with travel to 
Cuba. This is not meant to be a tourist experience but a series of small group meetings with 
Cuban pastors and church members. 

 

Dates:                          February 14 - 21, 2019 

Estimated Cost:           $1,100 including airfare 
Participants:                 Limited to twelve by selection 

Application Deadline:   September 30, 2018  

Deposit:                         $150 

 

For more info contact Diane Watkins at staugmm@gmail.com. 
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HBPC Fall Festival 

Saturday, October 20 

3:30-6:00 p.m. 

Friends, Family and 
Neighbors are  

Welcome 

Join us for a free evening 
of food, fun, prizes, 

games and activities for 
all ages 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

FOR PROJECTION SUPPORT 

Our HBPC Family Service employs the use of 
overheads to project lyrics and Scriptures onto 
the screen and we need one or two more vol-
unteers who can rotate on a schedule to run 
the slides during the service. Training provided. 
Further, we need you to be available at 8:00 am 
on Sundays to run through the slides with the 
Praise band. The slides will be prepared for you; 
just need someone who can click a mouse. 
Please reach out to Bill Broyles at 904-742-
6672. We are down to two dedicated souls and 
we need a third and fourth to support our ser-
vices. Thank you! 
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ONE DAY MISSION TRIP 

Saturday, September 15 

HBPC will be working with Duval Disaster 
Recovery to repair flooded homes from 

hurricane Irma in north Jacksonville.   
 

Contact Jim Pellot at 904-992-8711 or  

pellot1@bellsouth.net 

HBPC TRADITIONS CHOIR 
 WELCOME ALL  

  
Our HBPC Traditions Choir has since the for-
mation of the this local Body of Christ offered 
songs of praise and worship to this congrega-
tion for over 27 years! Our group is comprised 
of people who just love to sing and fellowship 
around God's Word in song. We have no re-
quirements other than to come and enjoy the 
best seats in the house on Sunday mornings 
singing with us. Our group is fun and open 
and we welcome all and will help you adjust 
into a routine; we don't even have schedule 
requirements; sing with us when you can! 
Please let a choir member know of your inter-
est or myself, Bill Broyles. I can be reached at 
904-742-6672.  Our choir wants to expand 
you can be an integral part of our growth and 
ministry here.  
 

Peace & Global Witness 
Offering 

October 7, 2018 

tel:904-742-6672

