
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Almighty God, we thank you for the presence of your Holy Spirit among us 
who are gathered together in your name.  Deliver us now from cold hearts and 
wandering thoughts, so that with burning zeal we may worship you in Spirit 
and in truth, through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

CALL TO CONFESSION Isaiah 55:7 
Let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them 
return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Sometimes, Lord, we have been over-zealous in our pursuit of purity and 
truth.  We have placed law over love.  We have considered harshness to 
be a virtue and patience to be a fault.  We have been quick to condemn 
and slow to forgive.  We have enjoyed the satisfaction of seeing the 
mighty fall.  When uncovering evil, we have been delighted instead of 
grieved.  Remove from us, Lord, any taint of self-righteousness, and give 
us the loving concern which seeks the healing of your people and the 
unity of your church.  Amen.   

ASSURANCE Micah 7:19 
God will again have compassion upon us; he will tread our iniquities under 
foot.  He will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Psalm 16:11 
Show us the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore.  Amen.   

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.”  So  
Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now 
Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across.  Jonah  
began to go into the city, going a day’s walk.  And he cried out, “Forty days 
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”  And the people of Nineveh believed 
God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
. . . When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 
them; and he did not do it. 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING Galatians 3:27-28 
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ.  There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 

SERMON More Than a Fish Story: Overthrown 

GIVING TO GOD Deuteronomy 15:10  
Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the 
LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
To the God who loves us so much that he gave his life, we thank you and 
give our lives.  Take these gifts to use for your kingdom, that all may know 
how much God cares about us.  Amen.   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   
We thank you gracious God for your love revealed in Jesus Christ that  
encompasses all people.  Especially we thank you for the diversity of your 
children.  Help us to enjoy the differences to realize our common call as the 
one church of Jesus Christ.   

We remember in prayer those who are far away and those who are near.  
We pray for neighbors in special need.  We ask that you may heal our land 
from its ills, such as coronavirus and racial disharmony.  Help us all to be 
your blessed peacemakers, embracing everyone in your bonds of wondrous 
love.  We pray all this through Christ our Lord, who taught his disciples 
when they pray to say together:  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

CLOSING PRAYER  1 Timothy 1:17 
Now to the ruler of all worlds, undying, invisible, the only God, be honor and 
glory forever and ever!  Amen.   


