
SERMON OUTLINE 

 

SERMON NOTES:  
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Those Who Dream: Of God’s Leading 
Matthew 2:1-12 

December 25, 2022 
 

I. Introduction 

II. Series: Those Who Dream 

III. The bad or good magi? (Matt. 2:1-12) 

 A. We miss the scandal (2:1) 

  1. Translations of magi: magicians, sorcerers, astrologers 

  2. Always negative in the Bible (Acts 13:6, 8) 

  3. Astrology is condemned (Is. 47:13-14) 

  4. This is who comes to worship God? 

 B. The magi repeatedly listen and follow 

  1. The star (2:2) 

  2. The scriptures (2:6) 

  3. The dream (2:12) 

 C. The results 

  1. Overwhelming joy (2:10) 

  2. Worship (2:11) 

IV. So what? 

 A. Do we want overwhelming joy in our worship? 

 B. I wish God guided me like this 

 C. God’s dream for us 

V. Conclusion: “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” (18th century) 
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End of Year Contributions 

In handling end of year contributions, the general rule is that a contribu-
tion is effective when delivered.  This means that a check deposited in the 
church offering in January of 2023 cannot be deducted in 2022, even if it 
is backdated to 2022.  The only exception are mailed checks postmarked 
in 2022 will be deductible even though not received until 2023.  Please 
keep in mind that all contributions made on Sunday, January 1 will count 
as contributions for 2023 regardless of the date on the check. 

If you requested offering            
envelopes for next year, they are 

ready to be picked up in the      
narthex. If you would like to get 

envelopes but have not requested 
them, please let the office know 

and we will assign you an           
envelope number.   

Church Office Closed 
December 26-January 2 

In case of emergency contact  
Andy Snyder at 212-426-1699. 

10:00 am 
New Year’s Day 

 Worship 
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Peace on Earth Good Will to All 
by Debbie Abbott 

 
Esther, Jay, Robert & Carol Latta  

by Diane, Kathi & Tyler 
 

Max Brandstaetter & Manuel Flores 
by Ray & Diane Brandstaetter 

 

Debbie Abbott 
by Kathy Cockerham 

 

Aunt Betty Williams 
by Earl & Betty Williams 

 

Larry & David 
by Carol Fitzgerald 

 
Tedd, Christina, Charlie, Benny & Henry 

by Ed & Beryl Johnson 
 

Family 
by Martha Shafer 

 
Charlotte R. Simmons 

by Dale Simmons 
 

Barbara H. Wright 
by Janet Wright 
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THE BIBLE YEAR 
1st & 3rd Wednesday Nights 

January 4 

We’ve challenged our church family to read through 
the  Bible in 2023.  You will not leave the journey the 
same.  One of the ways we’d like to help you toward 
the goal is the Wednesday night teachings.  Every 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday at 7 pm, we’ll offer an overview of 
a biblical book, starting with Genesis, so our reading 
makes more sense: Who wrote the biblical book?   

When?  Why?  We’ll examine these questions and the scripture that            
illustrates the answers.  Come, learn, grow, be transformed! 

Bible Year 2023 Discussion Groups 

An important part of this 2023 Bible Year Challenge is talking to others 
about what you have read.   Sharing your insights, questions, and “aha” 
moments may help others in their understanding of the Word.  At this time 
we have the following options for discussion groups: 

• 9:00 am Sunday Mornings – Sunrise Room - Beginning January 8 

• 11:00 am Sunday Mornings – Fellowship Hall and Sunrise Room 
 (Childcare will be provided until noon)-  Beginning January 8 

• 10:00 am Wednesday Mornings – Sanctuary – Women’s Discussion 
Group - Beginning January 11 

Is there another time that you and/or your group would like to have a     
discussion group?  Contact Debbie Braden at zoolife2060@gmail.com        
or (904)514-5549. 
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