
SERMON OUTLINE 

 

SERMON NOTES:  
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Those Who Dream: One of Us 
Matthew 1:18-25 

December 18, 2022 
 
I. Introduction: “One of Us,” Joan Osborne (1995) 

II. Those Who Dream 

III. Matthew’s birth story (Matt. 1:18-23) 

 A. Mary and Joseph are betrothed, not “engaged” (1:18) 

 B. Mary is with child (1:18) 

 C. Joseph could legally divorce Mary (1:19) 

 D. Joseph’s dream (1:20) 

  1. “Take Mary as your wife” (1:20) 

  2. Name the son Jesus/Joshua (1:21) 

 E. As Isaiah prophesied (1:23) 

IV. What if God was one of us? 

 A. A common name: Joshua 

 B. God loves us enough to be with us: Emmanuel 

  1. To save us from our sins 

  2. Lay aside his grandeur and glory 

  3. To enter our sometimes messy details 

   a. Pregnant before marriage 

   b. Threatened divorce 

V. Conclusion: Eric Bazilian (1953- ), “One of Us” (1994) 
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Poinsettia Sale 
December 4-19 

Cost $12 per plant 
 

Order a Poinsettia in dedication of someone this Christmas.  
The flowers will be used to decorate the sanctuary for   
Christmas Eve and Christmas morning services.  The cost is 
$12 per plant and deadline to register is December 19.   
Order, pay, and make your dedication on the church website 
at hbpcusa.org.   

  

Youth Trip to Kennedy  
Space Center 
December 20 

The youth are heading to Kennedy 
Space Center Holidays in Space.  The 

bus will leave the church at 10:00 am and return around 9:00 pm.  

Lunch is NOT included. Please bring money for lunch!  

It’s not Too later if you are interested in going!  Contact Andy Snyder for 
more information at 212-426-1699. Cost is $25 per person. 

You and your friends are invited to the  

Annual Tween Christmas Caroling and Dinner   

TODAY 
4:30—7:00 pm 

 

Third, Fourth, and Fifth Graders meet at the church at 4:30 pm. We will    

practice our carols, don our Santa hats and grab our jingle bells. Then we will 

travel to three different homes where we will spread Christmas cheer.  You 

will end up at Ms. Debbie’s house for dinner, Christmas charades and ping 

pong!  We will be back at the church by 7:00 pm. 

BRING A FRIEND!   
Please RSVP to Ms. Debbie at dabbott@hbpcusa.org.     

I NEED A HEAD COUNT and a CHAPERONE! 
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Those Who Dream 
The Fourth Sunday in Advent– LOVE 

December 18, 2022 
 
 

Lynn:   So far this Advent Season we have lit the candles of hope,   

 peace and joy.   

Ben:   But how can we have hope, peace and joy without love? 

Congregation:  The Bible tells us that we should love one another  

 because God first loved us. 

Lynn:   I dream of a powerful love that flows to all the dark, invisible   

 corners of the world. 

Congregation:  We live in a world where the wretched and the     

 criminals stomp on the hearts and lives of others. 

Ben:  I dream of an unconditional love that is available to even the             

 most unlovable. 

Congregation:   God showed his love for us by sending his one and only 

 Son into the world that we might live through him. 

Lynn:   As we draw near to Christmas day, we remember this sacrificial love 

 as we light the Advent candle of love. 

Congregation:   May this light burn brightly to remind us that God is 

 here and that God is love.  We are not alone.  AMEN. 
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End of Year Contributions 

In handling end of year contributions, the general rule is that a contribu-

tion is effective when delivered.  This means that a check deposited in the 

church offering in January of 2023 cannot be deducted in 2022, even if it 

is backdated to 2022.  The only exception are mailed checks postmarked 

in 2022 will be deductible even though not received until 2023.  Please 

keep in mind that all contributions made on Sunday, January 1 will count 

as contributions for 2023 regardless of the date on the check. 

If you requested offering envelopes 
for next year, they are ready to be 

picked up in the narthex. If you 
would like to get envelopes but have 
not requested them, please let the 
office know and we will assign you 

an envelope number.   

Church Office Closed 
December 26-January 2 

In case of emergency contact  
Andy Snyder at 212-426-1699. 

5:30 pm 
Candlelight Service 

10:00 am 
New Year’s Day 

 Worship 

10:00 am 
Christmas Morning  

Worship 
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