
 

 

NEWSLETTER  OF 

HODGES BOULEVARD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

This is the summer edition of the Church Key 
newsletter, and I have some extremely im-
portant information, more like a request, to 
share with you.  These are the months most of 
us look forward to all year long … a slower 
pace, vacation, the pool, the beach, relaxation, 
refreshment, and renewal.  What’s not to 
love????  I look forward to them, as well! 
 
Our congregation, like some others, but not like 
most, is in the midst of huge transition.  The 
PNC is working an unimaginable number of 
hours searching for your next installed pastor – 
3 hours per weekly meeting is typical, and 

sometimes there is more than one meeting in a 
week.  There has been a search committee in 
place since late last fall tasked with identifying 
your next Youth/Young Adult Ministries Direc-
tor, another task of such magnitude that it bog-
gles the mind.  At this writing, there is a com-
mittee interviewing candidates for our Office 
Manager position.  And, there is a task force 
evaluating certain functions within the church, 
such as worship and Wednesday night supper/
programs.  And, we are reviewing curriculum 
for the fall.  And, and, and, …  HUGE. TRANSI-
TION. 

(Continued on page 2) 

A CALL TO PRAYER!!! 

Calling all HODGES CHURCH FAMILY and FRIENDS!!! 
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In the midst of all this, our prayer request list is 
growing by leaps and bounds, we are receiving 
new members, baptizing babies, and generally 
speaking, living the life of a Church of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
The sheer volume of things named above 
(which, I assure you, is not a complete list), is 
humbling to consider.  From my vantage point, 
it appears as if the Hodges Church is right on 
the threshold of calling some amazing new staff 
members and engaging in some staggering new 
ministries. 
 
BUT.  Please notice. 
 
Please notice the language I use – “threshold.”  
You are on the brink, the cusp, the edge, the 
verge.  You are not there, but you are almost 
there.  I need to say that again to give the 
statement the weight its due: 
You are not there, but you are almost there. 
And there are few feelings worse than not be-
ing able to cross that boundary AND GET 
THERE.  It is SO frustrating!  This applies in 
many areas of our lives, but for reasons most of 
us know, this frustration takes on a much more 
urgent quality when it comes to our church. 
 
Having opened with that, now I come to the 
good news and the request.  :) 
 
Although not “getting there” (or BEING there) is 
infuriating, there is actually an answer as to 
how to make this happen, but it seems so sim-
ple and like such a throw-away that it just can’t 
possibly be true.  But, it is.  Any of you who 

have experienced an answered prayer knows 
exactly what I’m talking about here.  And re-
member, in all the detective shows/novels, 
they always say the simplest answer is usually 
the right one, and this is definitely true in our 
case. 
 
The answer is PRAYER. 
Pray early, pray often. 
Pray morning, noon, and night. 
Pray, pray, pray, pray, PRAY. 
We must make our prayers known to God and 
we must petition God to bless us with what we 
need, which, of course, God already knows: 
 

A pastor/head-of-staff 
A youth/young adult director 
An office manager 
Inspiration in worship and programming 
Meaningful learning opportunities 
Healing, healing, healing 

 
Lest you think I am “blowing smoke” or making 
too light of a serious situation, I challenge you – 
I dare you – to take part in an experiment this 
summer and PRAY SPECIFICALLY for your 
church. 

Is your schedule so insane that it’s hard to 
have a formal devotional time? 

Pray while you’re brushing your teeth. 
(We DO all do that, right?) 

Do you feel insignificant or unworthy 
enough that you don’t think your pray-
ers matter? 
BUT, THEY DO! THEY DO! THEY DO! 
You are a beloved Child of God and are 
absolutely every bit as important to 
God as every other Child of God. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Emergency 

Preparedness 

Brochures 
 

2018-2019 City of Jacksonville 
Emergency Preparedness brochures 
are available on the bookshelf by 
the reception desk or in the nar-
thex for your convenience.  Please 
take a copy.  

Does your mind wander as you try to pray? 
Well, duh, like that hasn’t happened to 
every single one of us. 
Consider that you may be being led 
down that rabbit trail by the Holy Spirit. 

Do you sometimes wonder if your faith is 
so weak that it couldn’t have an im-
pact? 
I believe Jesus said something about 
faith the size of a mustard seed … 

Friends, I will leave you with this thought … 
The future of this church and its viability de-
pends on every single one of you.  It depends 
first and foremost on your prayers, which God 
has a mysterious and marvelous way of AL-
WAYS answering.  The answers are not always 
what we think they should be or were going to 
be, but I’m banking on the fact that our all-
knowing God knows exactly what’s best for this 
and every church, and certainly every single 
one of us, and indeed, every member of hu-
mankind.  As you’ve heard before, God has not 
failed us (or anybody) up to this point, and I 
don’t think it’s going to start now. 
 
This summer, your marching orders are to … 

Pray early, pray often. 
Pray morning, noon, and night. 
Pray, pray, pray, pray, PRAY. 

 
And may all the honor and glory be to God!!   
 
Amen!! 
 
Your servant and friend, 
 
 
 

 

Meals on Wheels 
 

Meals on Wheels volunteers are needed to 

help deliver meals to Beaches senior citizens 

who are in need of assistance. Our church's 

delivery dates are scheduled only four times a 

year, and volunteers spend two to three hours 

picking up and delivering prepared 

meals.  Please consider signing up for this out-

reach opportunity.  Call Jack or Grace Hand at 

(904)221-4134 or (904)703-5518.   

(Continued from page 2) 



 

 

After the Children’s Message, all children kindergarten through 5th 

grade are invited to the Sunrise Room for a special time of praise, 

story, prayer, wondering and worship. 
 

The children will leave their shoes at the door and enter a holy space where they 

can “Be still and know that God is there”.   We will begin with our own special 

liturgy, story and prayer.   After this they may go to one of the centers (quietly) to 

further explore their faith through art, reading, music, and prayer.    We will also 

do teaching on worship, baptism, and communion.  All are welcome. 

Holy Space and  Worship for K-5th Graders 

July/August 2018 

Sunrise Room 

Dear Hodges Church Family, 
 

I feel like I am part of this caring family, the community of Hodges Boulevard Presbyterian Church.  

Thank you for 18 wonderful years!  And thank you for the generous love gift!! I will miss this huge 

part of my life but look forward to being even busier in retirement. Thank you to Matthew Plante, 

Bill Broyles, Chuck Harper, Hope Henry and especially Debbie Abbott for the willing and caring sup-

port I always counted on.  A large amount of credit goes to the many faithful volunteers who bless 

this church (in so many ways.)  They are what made this job so much easier!!  I can’t name all the 

office volunteers for fear of forgetting a name, but know I appreciated you all!  I have to give a spe-

cial thank you to Diana Dana who volunteered two full days each week for 

many years and filled in when I was on PTO. I had the privilege of serving 

with all your installed pastors:  Tom Borland, Laurie Furr-Vancini, Joe Al-

bright, Holly Smith and David Pierce.  I missed one interim, Richard Caldwell, 

but was here for Tim Simpson, Dwight Bayley, Greg Cruise and now Cindy 

Benz.  Quite a line-up.  Keep me in your prayers as I will keep you in mine.  

May God continue to bless this family!                                       

                                                                                                                                                 Sandy Palmer 
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Thank You, Dear Friends 
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VBS July 9-13 

9:00 a.m.-12:00 

p.m.  

Monday-Friday 

Register online at www.hbpcusa.org  

Pay with cash or check at the door.   
 

(Youth 6-12 grades  

Senior High Mission Trip 
to Appalachian 
Service Project 

(July 15-21st) 
Help Wanted and 

Encouragers Needed!!! 
 

1. People willing to supply and put  to-
gether 2 First Aid Kits. 

 

Each kit needs to include:  
2.  14 adults who would like to text, Fa-

cebook, Instagram, or call a designat-
ed mission worker on our team to ex-

change photos, news, and more.   
 
If you are interested in helping with any 
of these projects, please contact Debbie 
by email or phone. 
 
Sunday, July 8th, the youth and adult 
leaders will be commissioned in worship. 

•Bee sting kit 

•Sting relief pen 

•Baking soda 

•Tylenol  

•Advil 

•Bandaids 
   - small and BIG 

•Gauze 

•Saline wound  
    cleanser  

•First aid tape 

•Hydrocortisone  
    cream 

•Sunscreen 

•Calamine or Caladryl 
    lotion 

•Benadryl 

•Hand sanitizer 

•Wasp spray 
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Betty’s Buddies—In July, Betty’s Buddies will meet on Thursday, the 19th (3rd Thursday.)  

Meet at 11:30 a.m. at Taziki’s Mediterranean Cafe, 14035 Beach Boulevard,  Taziki is located near 
the Regal Cinema.  Questions?  Call Lynn Holmes 524-2134. 

The struggle is real. It’s just plain hard to find the strength…the stamina…to get through 

the ups and downs of our daily lives. Sometimes it’s enough to make you want to go hide 

in a cave. Guess what? Elijah has been there, done that. His life was a string of seriously 

mountain-top high and bottom-of-the-pit low events, and yet he did extraordinary things 

for God. In Elijah, you’ll learn the spiritual stamina secrets that helped this great prophet 

hold on and persevere in faith, including practical habits related to making decisions, caring 

for the soul, accepting circumstances, mentoring, and finishing well—Elijah’s ultimate lega-

cy. He doubted and struggled just as we do, but he chose to believe God through it all. As 

you study his life through a combination of study of Scripture with personal reflection, ap-

plication, and prayer, you will grow in faith and develop 

spiritual stamina that will help you not only to survive but 

to thrive in every season.  

 

This 6 Week DVD study by Melissa Spoelstra will take us 

deep into the book of Elijah.  Each participant will have a 

Participant Workbook ($15).  Please reserve your copy 

now.  Email (dabbott@hbpcusa.org) or call Debbie (094-

223-6922).   As always childcare is available and all friends 

are invited. 

  

 New Women’s Bible Study for the Fall 

Begins Wednesday, September  5th 

9:15-10:30 
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Preschool Patter   - July & August 2018 

Here’s what is happening at the preschool 
Starting July 1st, our camps and school year have come to an end.  The school office and 
classrooms will be closed throughout the month of July.   

 

The Preschool needs a loving teacher for the 2018-19 school year.  The 
Perfect candidate will have previous preschool experience along with the 
required DCF 45 classes and a minimum of a CDA.  Interested teachers are 
asked to submit a resume and transcript to hbpcemployee@gmail.com.   
Applications may also be found in the church office and left in my box. 

 

Starting August 13th, we will welcome back new and old Preschool fami-
lies with an open house.   Our parent only orientation, which has prov-
en in the past to be a great success, will be the evening of August 8th in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Parents are invited to learn more about the school 
and the church, in this adult only evening.  

Looking forward to another great year! 

 

THANK YOU  

for helping to   

fill the 

CHUCK WAGON!    
 

What am AMAZING response! 

BIG BLUE “Chuck” Wagon 

7 



 

 

Hodges Blvd. Presbyterian Church 

4140 Hodges Blvd. 

Jacksonville, FL  32224 

July/August 2018 


